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news is that there are now affordable
and easy ways of ensuring that your
company’s business doesn’t go down
when the brown stuff starts hitting the
fan, as RAHIEL NASIR finds out

ifty two per cent of UK businesses
F with a tumever of £1m plus have

no disaster recovery and business
continuity plans in place. What's more,
44 per cent do not know how they would
operate if their normal working site
became wnavailable. Those are the shock
findings of research carmed out by
Daamonitor and Mitel last year. The
repon also revealed that if disaster struck
any of the companies sury t'\'cd, the
restoration of their business operations
would take more than two days and 32
per cent would have (o offer employees
time off work as holiday. Today, industry
expens agree that having a recovery and
continuity plan is not an option - it is
essential. And if you're running the IT
depaniment, it"s your responsibility.

“It is in the imerest of both the IT
manager and network manager o have
a business continuity solution in
place,” says Matthew Munson, group
technical director, BlueSquare Data. “If
something happens to the server and
money is lost due to the lack of an
effective disaster recovery solution,
then it is the IT department as a whole
that will get blamed.”

MNow you may think that backing-up
your company data onto tape every
night and taking it off-site is all the
business continuity vou'll ever need,
But you'd be wrong.

“Backing up corporate data to tape is
not o business continuity solution,”
warns Munson, “Atl the very most, il
can only form a small part of your
disaster recovery policy. Any solution
that relies on human intervention has
failed before it has even been
implemented. People forget to swap
tapes or lose the tapes when they take
them home for the weekend. The tapes
themselves only contain the raw data.
They are not enough to ensure that
your business will be up and running in
the event of a disaster. A true business
continuity solution will mean that if
your servers are destroved on a Friday
night, your business will be able o
function on the Monday morning.”

Andrew Barnes, Neverfail's SVP of
corporate development, agrees: “It 15
vitally important that organisations
backing up data onto tape also invest in
a high-availability business continuity
solution. Tape has its benefits for non
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